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As we come to the end of another school year, | want to share my heartfelt thanks with every member
of our Bankside community. This year has been full of moments that remind us what makes this school
so special: pupils who try their best, families who support with kindness and trust, and staff who give
their whole selves to the children in their care. It has been a privilege to walk through this year with
you.

To our pupils who are leaving us for new adventures: we are incredibly proud of you. You have grown,
learned, laughed, and shown resilience in ways that will stay with you long after you leave our gates.
As you step into your next chapter, please carry with you the confidence that you are ready. We
believe in you, and we hope you stay connected to the memories and friendships you’ve made here.
To all pupils returning in September: we cannot wait to welcome you back. We hope your summer is
full of rest, joy, and time with the people who matter most. Come back safe, come back smiling, and
come back knowing that we are excited to continue your journey with you.

To our families: thank you for every conversation, every moment of encouragement, and every
partnership that has helped your children thrive. Your support means more than you know, and we are
grateful for the trust you place in us each day.

And to our staff: thank you for your dedication, your humour, your compassion, and your unwavering
commitment to our pupils. You make this school the warm, vibrant, hopeful place it is.

Wherever summer takes you — near or far, busy or restful — we hope it brings sunshine, calm, and
moments that make you smile. We look forward to seeing everyone again soon, safe and well, ready
for another year of learning, growing, and shining together.

Important Dates

Thursday 3™ September -  First day of term for new starters only
Friday 4*" September - Autumn Term begins

Just as a reminder we are a NO NUT School, we have a number of pupils who have allergies, this
includes for some pupils, coconut allergy, please be mindful of pupils using sprays or body lotions as
they can be sensitive to this.
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Art on the Spectrum Guest Speaker

Inspiring Visit from Local Artist Rhys

This week, we were delighted to welcome local artist and small business owner Rhys to Bankside
School. Rhys has successfully built his own art business, Art on the Spectrum, while pursuing his dream
of becoming a professional artist.

Rhys first came to our attention when he was featured on the regional news after one of his paintings
was purchased by Richard Branson. His story was particularly inspiring for our students, demonstrating
that with determination, passion and hard work, it is possible to overcome challenges and achieve your
goals. We felt it would be a wonderful opportunity to invite Rhys to Bankside to meet the students who
had been so inspired by his journey.

During his visit, Rhys shared his personal story, speaking openly about his experiences as a
neurodivergent individual and how he has navigated the complexities of the world of work while
developing a successful career as an artist. He encouraged students to believe in themselves, embrace
their strengths and pursue their ambitions.

Rhys also led a creative art activity, encouraging students to draw and express their own worlds
through art. The session provided a fantastic opportunity for students to meet Rhys in person, ask
guestions and gain insight into life as a professional artist.

Students thoroughly enjoyed the experience and left feeling motivated by Rhys’s powerful message
that anything is possible if you believe in yourself, work hard and follow your dreams. We would like to
thank Rhys for taking the time to visit Bankside and inspire our learners.




** WhatsApp safeguarding concern for parents/carers - message from Public Health **

We have been informed of a WhatsApp group called 'addwholeukabusenoadmin' which has reportedly
been circulating amongst children across Worcester/Malvern.

We understand that some children in the area have been added to this group without their knowledge
or consent. We have also been informed that the group may contain images and content that are
potentially illegal, highly inappropriate and of a graphic sexual nature.

The sharing of this material presents a significant risk to the safety and wellbeing of children.
If you discover that your child has been added to this group, or any similar group, please:

e Reassure them that they have done the right thing by telling you.

e Ask them not to view, share, save or forward any images or videos.

e Delete any images from the camera roll and then permanently delete from the deleted photos
folder so that they are no longer on the device.

e Report the WhatsApp group immediately.

e Leave the group immediately.

How to report and leave a WhatsApp group

1. Open the WhatsApp group.

2. Tap the group name at the top of the screen.

3. Scroll down and select Report Group.

4. Confirm that you wish to report the group.

5. After reporting, select Exit Group.

6. Once you have exited, select Delete Group to remove it from your child's device.

Below is an infographic from National Online Safety (NOS) containing advice for parents and caregivers
surrounding Whatsapp.
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Well Played, Bankside! — Sports & Wellbeing Day
Wow! What a day!

On Tuesday, students enjoyed an action-packed Bankside Sports & Wellbeing Day, taking part in a
fantastic range of activities designed to support both physical and mental wellbeing.

Throughout the morning, students got involved in everything from breathing and mindfulness to egg
and spoon races, Taskmaster challenges and creating a beautiful Kindness Tree. There was something
for everyone, and it was wonderful to see students embracing each activity with enthusiasm and
smiles.

In the afternoon, students chose from a variety of sessions including self-defence, jewellery making,
slime and gloop making, mindful music, art, rounders, football, Just Dance and board games, giving
everyone the opportunity to try something that interested them.

The day was full of fun, teamwork, laughter and new experiences. It was fantastic to see students
encouraging one another, building confidence and celebrating each other's achievements. A huge well
done to everyone who took part and helped make the day such a success!




Sports & Wellbeing Day cont....




Bankside’s Art Exhibition

The artists shown in the exhibit during the final week were:
Cyrus C, Clare M, Betty B, Jess | & Sammy T




New Staff for New Academic Year

We would like to welcome the below new staff to the Bankside Team for the new academic year.

Sarah Emson
Head of Maths

Jo Noyes
Head of Computing

Jo Rogers
Head of Outdoor Education

Roxy Lewis-Hopkins
Head of PSHE

Amelia Wade
Teaching Assistant

Eleanor Morrissey
Admin/Reception
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